
Evo CATERHAM ACADEMY

Race report Group Two

Goodwood Sprint – 29th June

Well, I am afraid it was not Glorious Goodwood as far as the weather was concerned,
although it did keep dry, but it was quite cold and windy, not quite the weather for the
end of June.  Goodwood is a wonderful venue, originally an airfield perimeter road; it
is a very quick and demanding circuit, with St Mary’s and Madgwick being very
challenging.  Time must be made up coming down the Lavant straight into Woodcote,
remembering that The Chicane awaits you at the finish.

It was also a sad occasion as it was the first Sprint to be held at Goodwood since the
untimely passing of Ian Bax.  The meeting started with a minute’s silence for Ian,
who will be sadly missed by us all.

It was nice to see that most of you arrived nice and early, not as early as Derek and
Trish, who had managed to park their huge motor home nicely in our parking area. It
was a lovely surprise for me to arrive to the smell of bacon and eggs being expertly
prepared by Derek for my early arrival.

The morning started with convoy and practice runs, which seemed to take a long time
to get through, this was due to some competitors falling off.  Unfortunately not only
did they fall off but also two cars managed to dump an awful lot of oil onto the
circuit, therefore causing a lot of stoppage time whilst the marshals tried to mop up.
This did take up much of the morning, and in fact the officials had to inform us that
there would only be time in the afternoon for one official timed run.

The circuit restrictions at Goodwood have to be adhered to, and lunch had to be taken
at 12.30 for one hour, therefore continuing through the lunch hour could not make up
time.  The curfew is at 5.00pm, so time was of the essence.

The times for the practice run were quite close with James Wyatt coming out top with
107.05, followed closely but Geoff with 107.41 and Daniel with 108.24.  But as you
all know, these times would not count, it was down to the one timed run in the
afternoon.  Jon Simmonds managed to entertain the crowd as he performed a
wonderful 360 coming out of the chicane at the end of his run, but held it brilliantly!

I have to point out to you all that we have competed at Goodwood on many occasions
and have not had problems like we had this time.  Unfortunately things happen that
are out of the control of the organisers, which does not help you as novice competitors
who are anxiously waiting to compete.  You all coped with the long delays very well
indeed, I do realise it was a long way to come for most of you just to get one practice
and one timed run.  It was the first event for the lady Clerk of the Course, and she did
compliment you all at the end of the meeting with the way you coped with all the
problems.



Lunch time was spent discussing tyres, roll bars, the weather, Wimbledon, controlling
and feeding children, snoozing in the sun, munching on the wonderful pic nics your
loved ones had prepared for you………………..

And so the timed runs arrived, you were set off in batches of 4 on the start line,
hoping that you did not start the same time as the guy next to you…  Green light and
away.  I have to say that all your starts seemed to be very good, and apart from a
couple of spins you all stayed on the circuit.  Mark Thompson seemed to take the
chicane quite wide but was ok, Graham Wells had an unfortunate spin, as did Daniel
Veitch who was trying to emulate his good practice run, Daniel in fact spun twice in
quick succession, giving Brian Page who was behind him a re-run.

At the end of the runs, James Wyatt came out on top with a 103.48, followed by a
delighted Derek Weale with a 104.81( hope you did not need excess baggage on the
plane home with your trophy Derek) and our revered Reverend coming third with a
105.79, well done.   And well done indeed to the rest of you, who as I said, on your
first visit to Goodwood, which is a very demanding circuit, managed to show some of
the more experienced competitors how to do it.

Thanks to all of you who did stay for prize giving, I know most of you had a long way
to go home, but it is nice to stay and cheer the winners if possible.

Dunkeswell here we come…

Kim Denning


