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Lydden is a special circuit as I am sure you will all agree.  It’s great from both a spectator 
and competitor point of view, and has got to be one of the best club racing venues there 
is. Famous of course for Rally cross events for those of you young enough to remember!  
It is a very challenging circuit, Paddock Bend and Devils Elbow providing some 
entertainment for us all.  The spectator is able to get a wonderful view of all the circuit 
from Dover Slope, and indeed almost all of the circuit can be seen from anywhere you 
stand.   
 
We were welcomed again by Borough 19 Motor Club, although they didn’t really know 
what they were letting themselves in for!   
 
The weather was absolutely beautiful, not a cloud in the sky, a far cry from our last event 
at Goodwood.  We were without Glyn and Steve Causey,  Glyn had prior commitments 
but poor Steve broke down in his tow car, with all the family on board, and was 
eventually towed home.  Steve would like to thank all those who stopped and offered 
assistance. 
 
Signing on, there were a couple of you without BARC membership cards, please ensure 
that you contact the BARC and obtain replacements.  There seemed to be no 
scrutineering issues, well done , although we did have problems with some of your race 
numbers. You must ensure that your numbers are carefully put on, that they are the right 
size and that ‘proper’ numbers are used. I realise that because we were in the 200’s  the 
number 2 ran out very quickly. The timekeepers have a hard enough job without having 
to struggle to see your numbers.  
 
Please also remember that you are not allowed on the public highway with race numbers 
on the car, I have told you this many times but it appears you still need reminding.  I  
received a complaint from Deputy Clerk of the Course  regarding two competitors 
‘practising’ outside the designated course area (see number 22 in the final regulations). 
This is a very serious offence and the ‘culprits’ were very lucky not to be endorsed and 
excluded from the meeting.  Because of the already precarious position Lydden finds 
itself in with residents, it is very important not to disobey any regulations that are 
imposed, hence the request in the finals not to pass through Wootton Village because of 
agreements laid down between the circuit owners and residents.  You must read all 
supplementary regulations and final regulations very carefully, and I always point this out 
to you in e mails preceding the event.  Even though I ask you all to reply to me to 
confirm you have read everything there are still a number of you who obviously do not 
read anything, there is no excuse. 
 



 
 
There were two driver briefings, one for everyone and then a separate one for first time 
drivers, I don’t think many of you were listening!  
 
 It was essential to drink plenty of water during the day as conditions were very very hot. 
Also sun tan lotion was absolutely vital, although I  am sure a number of us were still 
bright red at the end of the day, I know I was!   
 
Practice consisted of 2.75 consecutive laps of the circuit.  One from a standing start 
followed by two flying laps. This was very entertaining to say the least, most of you 
having a moment or two somewhere on the circuit. Emma had quite a moment coming 
out of Hairy Hill into Paddock Bend, her visor was open and a stone hit her, causing her 
to lose control for a while, hence her big spin. This is a lesson to you all yet again, you 
must ensure your visors are down before you set off. 
 
You obviously caused some concern in practice because there was a request for a 
‘second’ briefing.  This was given by Barry Morris, who kindly reminded you that you 
must remain within the white lines of the circuit, for your safety.  This did seem to cause 
some confusion and several attempts were made to get the exact definition of where the 
white lines were and how much of the car was allowed over them.  It appears that many 
of you were ‘slightly exuberant’ on that practice run. 
 
There was time for one timed run before lunch, two timed runs after lunch.    Times were 
provided in a wonderful old fashioned way and much better as far as I was concerned, by 
recording the times on a card and placing said card in position order on a board outside 
signing on.  There was also a computerised timesheet but the card method gave us much 
entertainment and was far easier to follow!  
 
First timed run, and most of you improved  practice time. There seemed to be problems at 
Pilgrims and Devils Elbow for those who didn’t improve, Joe, Martin and Paul-Ant to 
name but a few.  Emma improved greatly, as did Mike Rowland who had a bad practice 
run. At the end of this run Norm was in the lead with an 88.18, followed by Luke with 
88.20 and Martin with 88.30, very close. 
 
Lunch time arrived, the usual tactics being discussed around the paddock. Tyre pressures 
were the main topic from what I could gather. It was essential to try and keep out of the 
sun and to drink more water.  Simon from Midlands not having too much work to do at 
this stage of proceedings, was able to spend time on his main hobby, eating!! 
 
Second timed run, conditions unchanged.  Paul Glenister had a moment coming out of 
Paddock Bend, almost ended in the tyre wall but managed to hold it together. Joe had a 
much better run and improved his first time greatly.  Toby (the hairdresser) Dicker almost 
lost it completely at Devils but managed keep it going..  At the end of this run Norm was 
still in the lead with 88.11.  
 



And now to the final run….. you were obviously all trying that much harder and going 
for it.  Andy Hawken had a moment coming through the Elbow and hit some gravel, Joe 
was ‘having a go’ and just held it coming into Paddock. Tom HJ was on the pace too, he 
looked to be flying. All was going well until Graham Coyle decided to liven things up 
(just as he did at Goodwood) carried far too much speed into Paddock and ended up in 
the gravel, scattering lots of it over the track.  This caused a halt in the proceedings whilst 
the track was cleared.   
 
And so, final results, and yes, a change to the leader… Tom HJ had surpassed and 
surprised himself and everyone else by putting a blinder in, he came out on top with 
88.02, Norm was second with 88.11, Luke was third, Martin fourth and Clive fifth.  Well 
done guys, it was great to see a new name at the top. 
 
Thanks to those who stayed for prize giving, and thanks again to all your supporters. On 
to Harewood, hope the weather is as kind to us there.     
 
 
Kim Denning 
Caterham Motorsport Co-Ordinator 
 
 
 
 


