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RACE REPORT GROUP ONE – EVENT 2

HAREWOOD HILL CLIMB 8TH JUNE

What a pleasure it was to be back at Harewood again, and with some lovely weather
forecast for the day.  Harewood  climb nestles in a valley and runs through a working
farm; it is a very demanding, technical course with quite a few corners to learn.  Some of
you had attended the Hillclimb School the week before so were more familiar with the
layout.

It was a fairly early start, some of you arriving later than desirable, not having read your
final instructions re parking etc.  Signing on and scrutineering took place fairly
uneventfully, apart from one who shall not be named turning up with no steering wheel!
This I have to say was the first time this had happened, but we managed to sort the
problem out by changing batches and borrowing a fellow competitor’s wheel!!!  The
weather had started off quite wet but looked to be clearing up and drying out as the sun
started to appear across the valley.

A walk of the course was a must for you (not for me thank goodness) and thanks to Brian
Kenyon for walking with you and imparting some of his hillclimb wisdom to you.  It was
great to see your supporters in tow, and the paddock was a hive of activity getting ready
for first practice.  It was great to see Doug Scott, ex Academy and now Roadsport B
competitor come to support Doug Clark, also good to see local man and ex Academy and
current Roadsport B competitor Jonathan Medley and family.  Also there to support us
was Bill Addison and Mike Thornhill from group two, come to have a crafty look so they
could take notes for their visit to Harewood in August!

The sun was shining now and the view over the valley as you all made your way down
for first practice was wonderful.  It was a change for us to be top of the list, so we were
first to go.

There were two practice runs, which finished fairly uneventfully.  There were a few
spins, Orchard, Clarks, and Country providing the problems.  All in all  you came out of
it quite lightly.

Lunch came and went, sun was still shining. Soon it was time for the real thing, 1 st timed
run.  Rob Thomas had an off at Country which lost him quite a few seconds, Ben
Scammell also fell foul there, luckily not too much damage done, Rob lost his back light.



Mike Blackadder, Jethro, John Ratledge, and Rob Winrow coming out on top after this
first run.

By the time the second run came round the weather had changed to fairly damp and
cloudy conditions.  Luckily the weather held for this second and most important run.
Doug Clark had a very disappointing run, adding over 2 seconds to his first run, John
Ratledge also not doing so well in this run. Ben Scammell improved greatly, as did Rob
Thomas!  Ross Marley with borrowed steering wheel had a spin and went off, but most
surprising was Mike Blackadder spinning at Quarry!!

So the end result was another win for Mike, with Jethro second, there being just 5
1,000ths of a second between them!  Nick Potter third, John Ratledge fourth and Ben
Scammell 5th.  At this point in time the weather decided to take over and the heavens
opened and we found ourselves in the middle of a mighty storm.  It was quite funny to
see everyone run for cover, trying to hold on to umbrellas and awnings etc as they were
blown around.  The storm abated somewhat and the officials decided to go ahead with a
third fun run which did not count for points, and a few of you decided to make the most
of the day and had another go in the wet, which was good experience.

I want to thank all of you who stayed for prize giving, this took longer than expected but
was worth the wait. John I have your trophy which I may decide to give to you at Combe!

Well done on completing your second event without too many problems.  See you all at
Castle Combe, not far for me to travel for this one!!

Kim Denning


